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Sept. 30: US asst. secretary of state for inter-American affairs Bernard Aronson arrived in El
Salvador for a four-day visit. In statements to reporters, Aronson said the US supports "full
execution" of the recommendations made by the Ad Hoc Commission regarding purges in the army.
He reiterated that reorganization of the armed forces "is a crucial aspect of the peace process."
Aronson said during his visit he planned to meet with President Alfredo Cristiani, the army high
command, Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) leaders, UN officials and other
groups involved in the peace process. Observers interpreted Aronson's visit as an attempt to
stave off an impending crisis in the peace process, due to the increasing likelihood that the Oct. 31
deadline for full compliance with the accords will not be met. A Reuter news agency report indicated
that President Cristiani is "under heavy pressure" from the army high command to "scale down the
purge or at least keep it as little publicized as possible." According to the report, Defense Minister
Gen. Emilio Ponce and deputy defense minister Gen. Orlando Zepeda are among those singled
out for purges by the Ad Hoc Commission. In statements to reporters, FMLN leader Salvador
Samayoa announced the FMLN had decided to postpone demobilization of the third contingent of
combatants due to delays in government distribution of lands to demobilized guerrillas and their
families, among "many other unfulfilled government commitments." The FMLN was scheduled
to disband another 1,800 troops on Sept. 30, the third 20% of rebel combatants to lay down their
arms. Samayoa said the contingent could be demobilized "in the following days" depending on
the outcome of negotiations with the government that began Sept. 28 under the mediation of UN
undersecretary general for peace operations Marrack Goulding. According to Samayoa, the transfer
of land to FMLN members and supporters has become the "most delicate" issue hindering the
peace process. Goulding arrived in El Salvador on Sept. 28 with the goal of mediating a definitive
solution to the land issue. FMLN leader Jorge Melendez warned, "The FMLN cannot not be the only
one to come under pressure to comply. Compliance needs to be balanced, and there should be an
overall evaluation of the peace accords." Spokespeopersons from the Permanent National Debate
Committee (Comite Permanente del Debate National, CPDN), a coalition of about 80 civic, labor,
professional and political groups, asserted that the Oct. 31 deadline for full compliance with the
peace accords was unrealistic. They called on the UN to support extension of the timetable. The
CPDN estimated that the government has complied with only about 50% of its commitments. The
FMLN presented the Supreme Electoral Tribunal (Tribunal Supremo Electoral) a petition containing
6,000 signatures, the final requirement for its legalization as a political party. Simultaneously,
about 1,000 former FMLN combatants marched through the streets of San Salvador to demand
immediate recognition for the FMLN as a legal party. The Cristiani government has maintained
that the FMLN should not be granted legal recognition until its military structures have been fully
dismantled. Oct. 1: Chair of the House Foreign Affairs Committee Dante Fascell (D-FL) introduced a
draft resolution into Congress supporting recommendations of the Ad Hoc Commission and calling
on Cristiani to comply with them. The bill is co-sponsored by Fascell and Rep. Robert Torricelli
(D-NJ), chair of the House Hemispheric Affairs Subcommittee. Oct. 2: In a San Salvador press
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conference, Aronson said he believes "the FMLN is sincere in its intention to become a political
party and join the democratic process," and that relations between the FMLN and the US "have
developed quicker than I had expected." The conference was held following a visit by Aronson to
several of the special concentration zones set aside for FMLN forces prior to their demobilization.
While Aronson praised the FMLN, he also warned that "it is absolutely essential that they [the
rebels] continue to show good faith and trust by demobilizing and handing over their arms." Asked
about the possible postponement of the Oct. 31 deadline, Aronson said the US supports the original
timetable, but that it would be up to the UN, the Salvadoran government, and the FMLN to work out
any reprogramming. Regarding the land issue, Aronson said there must be a "just and reasonable"
solution. Goulding left El Salvador without having achieved agreement between the FMLN and
the government over the land issue. In statements to reporters before departing for New York,
Goulding said "it would be normal if the government and the FMLN agree on a third timetable."
Goulding described the land issue as "very complicated," and said he would present UN Secretary
General Butros Butros Ghali with a report containing "technical and practical ideas" for resolution
of the problems. Oct. 3: According to unnamed FMLN sources cited by the Agence France-Presse,
Aronson warned rebel leaders that demobilized combatants may be in danger of attacks by army
soldiers upset over reductions and purges in the military. Aronoson reportedly told the rebels not
to fight back in the event of such attacks, since retaliations could lead to a "dirty war." Oct. 5: In
a San Salvador press conference, Cristiani reiterated the government's earlier position of "total
opposition" to a modification of the timetable for compliance. He also reiterated that the Ad Hoc
Commission report is "confidential" and for that reason "I can't give opinions on it." Regarding the
land issue, Cristiani said he expected the UN to make a "reasonable" proposal for solutions in the
following days. (Sources: Reuter, 09/30/92; Agence France-Presse, 09/30/92, 10/01-03/92; Agencia
Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 10/05/92)
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